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Modernist Arabs' Views on Contemporary
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ABSTRACT

This study addressed the opinions of some modernists in the contemporary
Quran studies in terms of presentation and criticisms. The study could
establish a paradigm of their discourses through studying the writings of two
of the most prominent authors in this field: "Mohammad Arkon" and "Nassr
Hamed Abu Zaid". This study established a constant comparison between
them in terms of common and variant matters.

The study demonstrated the intellectual principles on which Arab modemists
depend and set out. The researcher investigated in the Greek philosophy,
then showed the emergence and development of Arab modernization and its
relationship with orientalism.

Further, the study showed the roots of the human trend in the western
philosophy and its development in the Arab modernization comparing this
with the concept of human in Islam. In addition, the study illustrated the
modernists' employment of the western historical trend and their

mechanisms of interpretation. In this concern, the study uncovered their

employment of linguistics then discussed the controversial relationship

between (language, thought and culture), (signifier and signified) and

vl



(sender and recipient), and their employment to the (metaphor),
(Hermeneutical) and the science of signs.

The study aimed at bridging these textbooks to Shari science learners,
analyze and simplify many of its ideas, and break the barrier between the
students of linguistics, religious sociology and the science of interpretation.
The most important findings of this study are that some Arab modernists
such as: "Mohammad Arkon" and "Nassr Abu Zaid" set out from principles
that are radically different from those of interpreters. In addition, they are
selective in dealing with modern lingual sciences and focus on theorizing
with less interest in the direct interpretation of the Quran verses. Another
important finding of this study is that lingistics and other sciences employed
by modernists are not "antagonists” to the Holy Quran, but can be employed

in its service.
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